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, 146 Consulting the Wise
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[44] INTERVIEWER: What general advice can you give
to help me overcome my faulty character traits?

RABBI YERUCHEM LEVOVITZ: “Whenever you see
that you have a fault in any trait, focus on people you know who
do not have that same fault. Analyze what the specific
differences are between you and that other person. This way you
will always be able to find models to emulate. For example, if you

Bpave a bad temper and become angry easily, you might not
?understand how someone else can not become angry. Find
-someone who does not become angry and find out from him what
pis attitudes are that enable him to stay calm in situations when
you become angry. Similarly, if you are an honor-seeker, find
someone you know who does not seek honor and elicit his
attitudes about honor.

«When I heard about a certain person who was well-known to
be a very saintly person, I studied his behavior to see in what
ways it was different and more elevated than the behavior of
others, and 1 discovered many distinctions.”

R. Mm‘“& Parsta

16

The Talmud explains (Nidah 61a) that Moshe was afraid
that the merit of saving Lot’s life would protect Og against the
invading Jewish people.

But let us dig a little deeper. Why indeed did Og bring the
battlefield report to Avram? What were his motives? Was he
concerned for Lot's safety and welfare? Hardly. Rashi explains
that he was hoping Avram would rush into battle with the
Mesopotamia kings, as he actually did, and that he would per-
i\s}_fan the battlefield. This would leave Sarah a widow, and he,
Og, would marry her.

Not_very nobR motives. Og was certainly not thinking of
chessed, of performing an act of kindness. And yet, despite
the glaring lack of altruism, the act itself was considered such
a powerfu1 merit for Og that Moshe was afraid to engage him
in battle so many years later without specific Divine reassur-
ance. Rav Leib Chasman points out that this shows us the
inér‘te—c\i)le power and reward of a mitzvah, no matter how
small and imperfect.
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" Let us look more deeply. When the body is engaged in

performing a mitzva, the mind should be focused

appropriately — the body must perform its work in

physicality while the mind transcends the physical so that
the result is the translation of material into spiritual. If the
intention of the one performing the mitzoa is in fact to
perform a spiritual act, an act of Divine service, then the
physical action is elevated to the level of spirit, and the bond
between material and spiritual has been forged. If, however,
the intention is not transcendent at all, the mitzva lives in

this world only. ,
i; The rule in the spiritual world is that all things must be

paid in kind: a purely physical action can have only physical
results. An_action propelled into_transcendence by _that
component of the human which is in fact transcendent, the
mind, can live in the higher world. This is the reason that
kavana, intention, is so important when performing mitzvos;
oneshould be sure to intend that the action of the mitzva is
being done because it is a mitzoa, because Hashem has
cqmmanded this action.

To be sure, even a mitzva performed with inferior

motives may be valid; if it meets the minimum halachic}

@uirements for that mifzva there will be an eternal effect.

The Mesillas Yesharim states that Hashem pays for even the
most_inferior mitzvos because “Ha'kadosh Baruch Hu eino
m'kape’ach s'char kol ber'ya — The Holy One, Blessed is He,
does not withhold the reward of any creature.” If a person
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performs a mitzva primarily because of some ulterior motive:
if one gives tzedaka (charity) in order to be admired, for
example, there is no doubt that reward will be paid for that

mitzva if the giver at least partially intended a mitzva.

DS But the Mesillas Yesharim's choice of words is
chillingly clear: the expression “eino m'kape’ach s'char kol
ber'ya” is taken from the reward which the Torah prescribes
for dogs — the Chumash records that when the Jews left
Egypt no dog barked, and the Torah commands that
carcasses should be thrown to the dogs as a result. Even the
action of an animal, which possesses no free choice at all, is
duly rewarded - “Hashem does not withhold the reward of
any creature.” And from this we can learn that even the most

M R™MIN HW DR NINRY DRI AI00W IR DRI AYYn YW 113 qny
991 937 %3 HY DPIPTR DYV 1Y 1TNRY YDINT NVY NPT ARY N7
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IIY DY L3ap% ATNY RN w0 e Yy mipn Yam YR 1950 1
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ferior mitzva, that mitzva which is invested with the
absolute minimum of intention, will be rewarded. But what
a bite the Mesillas Yesharim puts into those words when he
refers to the reward for a mitzva performed without spiritual
intent in the sage terms used for a carcass thrown to dogs

for an animal action!

Conversely, even one mitzva, if performed truly

“l'shem shamayim — for the sake of Heaven’, has the potential
to_guarantee eternal existence in the next world for the one

>tho performs it thus. Mitzoos are done here, but they must

be ipvested in the next world. If a person wants real life in

the world to come, his life here must be directed, dedicated,

towards that world. |

* se *

_ DPMINY 119N 10 21 R2D BNY »ND nMaya 1w nndY

9\7 It is true that there may be some effect, even reward in
a certain sense, of milzoos in this world; but we can
understand this too in the light of the principle we have
been studying: things live where they are invested. When a
mitzva benefits some aspect of this world directly, its effects

S may be manifest here in addition to its effects in the next

\ world: the Mishna states that there are certain things which
pay dividends in this world while the capital remains to be
claimed in the next — “These are things of which a person
eats the fruits in this world while the capital remains intact
for the next world...”

)fe There is a sharper application of the idea that a mitzva
can live only where it is planted, so to speak. One of the
classic answers to the ancient question of why the righteous
often suffer and the wicked prosper is that the suffering of
the righteous is in fact only a pruning of their imperfections
in this world in order to leave them clarified in purity in the
next. Even the most righteous person has performed some
negative actions, and the painful effects of those actions are
felt here as suffering which that righteous individual must
experience in order to experience only ecstasy in the world
to come.

¢




28 Conversely, an evil person may experience happiness
and fulfillment in this world as payment for the few mitzvos
. which even the most negative individual has performed.
The ominous consequence, however, is that such an
individual will have no reward in the next world because all
of the merit due to that individual has been paid out here.
Now a perplexing question arises: if mitzvos are
properly rewarded in the next world and not here, as we
have learned, where is the fairness. in this arrangement?
Surely even the few mitzvos of the evil person deserve to be

rewarded as mifzvos — in the next world? Even one mitzva,
we have learned, is worth infinity; why then are this
person’s mitzvos different?

But that is exactly the point: an evil person, by
definition, is one who has no interest in investing in a world
other than this. Such a person lives here and only here. This
world and all that it offers is such a person’s entire
investment. And we have learned that one lives only where
one builds life: if an individual does not build a transcendent
dimension by investing his life in transcendence, then that
dimension does not exist. That person’s mitzvos cannot be
more than mere physical actions in the physical dimension;
or to put it more plainly, how can reward be paid to an

~ individual in a world in which he does not exist? Of course

mitzvos have endless potential; but they must be performed

with that in mind. When the essence of a person is shrunk to

this-worldly proportions, the actions of that person shrink

similarly; his actions cannot transcend his essence. When a

person exchanges infinity for the finite, all of that person’s

expression in action must be finite; no reward can be paid in
_ the higher world = he is simply not there.

ES

Mitzva and mind, body and soul. That is the team
which can effect transcendence. The ultimate marriage of
physical and spiritual, within the small frame of the human,
is the composite reality which reflects Hashem and His
Creation. When we bond body and soul into intelligent
mitzvos, we bond ourselves into living manifestations of the
ultimate Unity.

30 whckeeol- She Gumad- 12

«& Abraham comes to Canaan.

God's command that Abraham and Sarah sever all ties

with their past and loved ones — when they were 75 and 65
years old — was one of the ten trials, for it is never easy for
a person to start life over again, especially when he has
achieved status and prosperity. By bringing him to Eretz Yis-
rael and promising that the Land would become the heritage
of his family, God was establishing the Land as the eternal
patrimony of the Jewish people. There was a further symbol-
ism. Though Abraham and Sarah had many disciples, they
were essentially alone; they could never blend into whatever
culture surrounded them. Abraham was called an lori, from
the word 3y, the other side. Literally this means that he
came to Canaan from the other side of the Euphrates, but
the Sages interpret the title in a deeper sense, too. He was on
one side of a moral and spiritual divide, and the rest of the
world was on the other. Righteous people must be ready to
endure such isolation; popularity is pleasant but it is also a
snare, because the natural desire to win the approval of oth-
ers can easily lead people to bend their principles. Abraham
and Sarah were now given the challenge of moving to the
other side — not only of their native river, but of an{one who
preferred not to acknowledge the sovereignty of God.
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i here is another vital lesson to be learned from the .story of R bum (x v D) WA PR wW T AKX ww ma mawna TaNSm
Akiva. The following is offered by way of introduction:

It is related that a man once observed a pot-cover being lifted from aNM Ty NPT T AR opnY opmn 0w e kS

the pressure of the steam inside the heated pot. Noting the power T Sva Yoy yvnw Ty ma
which the bottled-up steam produced, the man began to research the
matter. His investigations culminated with the invention of the steam

B PM R T OIPAR ONAR wnw mbynm mawnn Saw ub i

focomotive. _ T PwTw Y pamt buiwn 1Y o wnTaw by nmunant

he man had seen nothing new. Millions of his contemporaries ) i
observed the same scene daily. But only this man thought into this —
everyday phenomenon until he arrived at a monumental finding, OINT DR MWD AMDaw 1w F10 NNX A manant Sy ams Mt

So it was in the case of R’ Akiva. This stone that he noted had been  ym193 — (apnt ny ) maw wow 12 1Up 197 1BKY LAY YK vpn *

ihere well before he made his observation. Countless others had seen —
o 1.
what he had seen, but how many of them had thought into the MmNt Sw amaa 20 Y8 ym 1d Rk monS myy nx monab

matter enough for it to change their entire lives?! Had R’ Akiva not A713 85w 95 T Wi Navim TmyY WwaK DAk moyn o
reflected and applied his observation to his own life, he might have
remained an ignorant shepherd. Instead, he rose to become the leader

of his generation, the n::) regarding whom Moshe Rabbeinu asked 3 S_

Hashem (Menachos 29b),f “There will exist such a man and You are
giving the Torah through me?!” He is the R’ Akiva about whom the  yryy gyt wia mwn Tai9m M2 TR Nk Yaw xon by Wby
aged R’ Dosa ben Hurkanos exclaimed, “Are you the R Akiva whose
name is spread from one end of the world to the other? Be seated, my

™
son, be seated! May there be many like you in Israel” (Yevamos 163)- "Wyna Tnnnn 1K TR OK D ’nnbnrn TN NYT D ‘)y nzvtu{a K’n—pr}'—jr‘

. T "R’ Akiva stood - WYY KT
Chazal did not employ such praises indiscriminately. R Akiva stood s 0" ooy Jow 7mn mpma xym xim mm owY eyt s 93 Sy
gut among his peers, the great Tannaim of his generation. He wa

AW NG KT DNT AT b vYy Knw Y Aws mwyY $

eserving of such distinction, for it was he who pondered and NN NYT 00 be Y3 Tiw oonnm mnmK 93 nR mwynn 99 nK

eflected upon what others simply passed by. MY T
PWhen one studies a pasuk of Chumash or a teaching of Chazal, he ———=

; ” : 5 .
must stop and ask himself, “What have I just learned? What lesson WYD" XOX DPKW DWYR DWW DK W YaA mws Ymya
can I glean from this?” One must also learn to reflect upon the 7

happenings around him in order to apply what lessons they have to MWD NNK Mawnn 1 Sy Yax ,amn Sw Sann wynts own . *
Eoffer to his daily life. Finally, one must learn to reflect upon his own P ATOYTRI 1w TmYh Ka K oW MY 11PN 1 "ar MK Yaw

desires and aspirations, to ponder them well and ascertain which stem ) 5 VNN YIS Ma DAW 9RA NPT UMK YIGN W manan
from his yetzer tov, positive inclination, and which are rooted in the

TN DY B DY MW OURT DR TRy aing van ke a1

oeggsite. ,
Such is the way to true greatnessj .nw
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591 Tnn -\.wn T AN BRIV DAAR ARG AR 1 PR nma by nymn
[34] INTERVIEWER: What can 1 do to make certain YW nvab &b fv'ww YT DA M VAN Amw X7 AR asus 1 |
that my motivations for doing good deeds are positive? Yy wmmn nR ydvaby wewrd vy AR XX manest pobhan pan wansl

RABBI YECHEZKAIL LEVENSTEIN: “When you l.z'n-rrxvn % ovonn ng D'RNI7 ,19°05 RBR Bena bR myren n¥ DRI X e
take action, check yourself each time to see if your ,'Em’mzv'; = 7% ROX DY n %Y nobb 15 5K — 95 99 o ovax b o ™y
behavior is coming from a negative or positive source. It is BT Nwr ¥ YIY AYp3 KW 23 nR v g STANTPYY InnmKS
very easy to be nmotivated by envy, desire, and 1913 PR MPYRD) N XD A3 BRID® YUK DIXR P ATYRD, — W13b Cens
approval-seeking. Many good deeds that people perform Y7 T2 BINK 973K, Po5i b .(m X9 "wyn &b maw msnk wom i TN
have these faulty traits as their underlying root cause. MY, 1 YK () PRPI X23m NP2 oM oy 1w (3 P b s
Therefore it is very important to have a strong TP CMISIRT MMOURD DD MY DK OAX WX wAn XY v memm by
understanding of your  negative tendencies and qualities. “T® PPVER B 137 1Nt 20p n, (0 %bwm) 1NIT obwa XM OMP meand
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When the battle is fought, Nimrod and the four kings emerge vic-

torious. They sack the cities of the five kings and attempt to head b
to their homelands.,

We learn a simple but important lesson from this: Jews must stand up
for one another. Even if someone is not particularly interested in poli
tics or current events, he must take action when the welfare of othe

Jews is threatened.

Sides ﬂoSSa/

% 208 / Reb Chaim’s Discourses — Parashas Beha'aloscha

And Reuven heard and saved him from their hands
(Bereishis 37:22).

Where indeed was [Reuven]? The Rabbis said:
Reuven reasoned, ““He included me with my brothers,
shall I not save him? I thought that | was excluded
[from the tribes] on account of my interference
[concerning Bilhah], yet he listed me together with my
brothers, as it says, ‘and eleven stars are bowing down
to me.” Shall I not save him?’ (Bereishis Rabbah 84:15).

k¢ Chazal here interpret the word “heard” not as implying that he
was far away, but rather in the sense of realization. Reuven realized
that he owed Yosef a debt of gratitude and proceeded to act
accordingly. Yosef was tried by his brothers and they concluded that
he deserved to be killed. Reuven did not question the fairness of the
trial nor the justice of the verdict, yet he felt that hakaras hatov
required him to extricate Yosef from the pit. But what had Yosef done
for him? His role was merely passive, being the bearer of a message.
It was not Yosef’s own declaration that included him in the family
circle, but a Divine revelation repeated by Yosef, contained in a
dream whose content was an enhancement of Yosef’s prestige. Yet
the very fact that he served as an agent of Reuven’s relief made him
deserving of recognition and repayment. This act of hakaras hatov
was noteworthy enough for the Torah to allude to it by stating yun
123, and Reuven heard.

e,

147

" This debt extends not only to human beings, but even if we benehit
from mere objects we are obligated to show our appreciation as well.
In that very chapter We read that Yaakov instructed Yosef to go and
inquire as to the welfare of your brothers and the welfare of the
sheep (Bereishis 37:14). Chazal ask: We understand the inquiry as to
his brother’s welfare, but why ask about the sheep’s welfare?

“This teaches that one is to inquire about the welfare of that from
which he had derived benefit [even if it be but sheep]” (Bereishis
Rabbah 84:13). Is it not astonishing that he inquired about the sheep
in the same breath that he asked about his children’s welfare!
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Hakaras hatov demands that a person acknowledge every._ TR SarTY T YR RWT 1NN 13 TAww DITAN Yow? WKIW b i

benefactor, no matter how remotely connected. Nor is his motive

iderati i i ;A MO mason Yab v
consideration. So great is the obligation for hakaras hatov that no “[11’37:1 KL 531 M3 ' -
effort is seen as too difficult. But most important, it is not a mere
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burden, an obligatory debt, but rather it is the will of Hashem. It is a

perspective in understanding the word of Hashem!
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4 GENESIS PARASHAS LECH LECHA

® And the king of Sodom went forth with the king of Gomorrah, .the king of Admabh, the king
of Zeboiim and the king of Bela, which is Zoar, and engaged them in battle in the Valley of
Siddim: ® With Chedorlaomer, king of Elamn; Tidal, king of Goiim; Amraphel, king of Shinar; and

Arioch, king of Ellasar — four kings against five. .

10 The Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen wells. The kings of Sodorn and Gornorrah fled and
fell into them while the rest fled to a mountain. 1! They seized all the wealth of Sodom and
Gomorrah and all their food and they departed. 12 And they captured Lot and his possessions

— Abram’s nephew — and they left; for he was residing in Sodom.

f3 Then there came the fugitive and told Abram, the luri, who dwelt in the plains of Mamre,
e Amorite, the brother of Eshcol and the brother of Aner, these being Abram’s allies. 14 And
when Abram heard that his kinsman was taken captive, he armed his disciples who had been

32 M RARRI FRAND NN THF PARASHAH

HEN THE KINGS OF MESOPOTAMIA OVERRAN
Sodom and Amorrah, the Torah tells us (14:13)
that “the refugee came and reported to Avram”
that his nephew Lot and his family had been taken captive.
Avram quickly marshaled his forces, gave chase and liberat-
2d the captives.
—® Who was this mysterious escapee? Our Sages identify
1im as Og, king of the Bashan, who escaped death during
‘he Flood by holding on to Noach’s ark. His timely report
tom the battlefield enabled Avram to rescue his captive
1ephew.
Many years RBter, when the Jewish people prepared to
aunch the conquest of Canaan, Og’s kingdom stood in the
vay. The Torah tells us (21:34), “And God said tc Moshe,

Do not fear him, for | have delivered him into your hands.””
:\"’rom this, we can infer that Moshe was afraid. Why was he

fraid?
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13. vbe — The fugittve. The Midrash identifies him as the
giant Og, king of Bashan, the only fugitive who survived the
Flood. In the plain meaning, he is called a fugitive because
he had just escaped the battle of the Rephaim, which had
been conquered by the four kings [see Deut. 3:11].

The Midrash notes that Og had a nefarious motive. He
hoped to incite Abraham to go to war to rescue Lot, confi-
dent that he would be killed in the battle, and Og would then
be able to take Sarah as his queen (Rashi). God rewards for
good and punishes for evil: For his good deed of informing
Abraham, Qg was rewarded with exceptionally long life; for
his wicked motive, however, he ultimately fell into the hands
of Abraham's descendants.
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